CZCP Benin, Cotonou Coastal Zone Workshop Questionnaire
You participated in the workshop titled “Decision-Making Support For Coastal Zone Management, Water Resources & Climate Change In Africa“ in February 2010 in Cotonou, Benin jointly organized by UNESCO (GOOS Africa, IOC-IHP) and the GEO Coastal Zone Community of Practice (CZCP). GEO CZCP is developing similar workshops in other regions and fostering extended efforts on coastal observations in Africa.   To help us we have only a few questions that we ask you to answer.   Your answers will aid us in continuing our mission.  We also invite you to join the CZCP using http://www.czcp.org/you_and_the_CZCP/.

Please, complete this questionnaire and email back with your comments to Jimmy Adegoke (adegokej@umkc.edu) by April 30, 2010. Thank you very much for your efforts.
1. What were the principal benefits of attending this workshop for you and/or your organization? 

It enabled me come in direct contact with people directly involved with coastal erosion work in the African region especially. 
1. Learning about some of the CZ challenges and issues in the region.

2. Networking and meeting valuable potential collaborators

3. Learning about activities/programmes that are ongoing.

Exposure for the Centre for Climate Change and Freshwater Resources and the fact that the participants at the breakout session of coastal application complimented efforts of the country and FUT Minna for hosting a pioneering Centre with a focus on climate change calling it an African initiative that is a success story.

Meeting participants from various parts of Africa and some of the partners from other countries and getting to know about their research work.  

2. Do you intend to change your activities or modify your collaborations as a result of the workshop?  YES/ NO   Please, explain how. 
Modify approach definitely because models have been used conclusively in some of the work done by CSIR especially; so I am going to suggest we work with some of their models to the GCLME project which I am involved in.
YES: I intend to follow up with some of the participants regarding coastal erosion. I would like to see a programme addressing this issue on a regional scale. 

YES. We intend to intensify our efforts on collaboration in order to improve quality of research work.
3. Are you interested in participating in collaborative efforts to enhance coastal observations within the African region and beyond?  YES/NO   If so, in what way? 
Yes by tapping into the work already being done by other organisations, e.g. GEOSS, CSIR, etc.
YES: I am a member of the GOOS Panel for Integrated Observation. I would like to see that the products of this panel get communicated and implemented in the various regions. I would also like to expand the operational oceanography work developing in South Africa into the region – for local scale to regional scale observations and modeling.
YES, if our centre will be of assistance.
4. Do you have any suggestions for CZCP concerning workshops to help make them more effective and relevant to user needs?  What do you suggest? 
CZCP could help in bringing together more people who work in coastal erosion management and even act as a ‘coordinating unit for these various organisations.
I think that the outcome of the workshops needs to be carefully defined in order that it does not result in open ended outcomes. Drafting of resolutions for the IOC is not an adequate conclusion – the outcome should be solid and feasible proposals.
More time should be dedicated to presentation of research results and dissemination of such works. 
5. Please provide additional comments and suggestions here.

For the first time I was able to come in contact physically with people who work in the coastal environment management both experts and research students as opposed to the little success from emailing and searching the internet. More workshops of this type should be encouraged and held on a more frequent basis with available means of funding for further work and studies being brought into the picture so they could be tapped into.

We need a programme which has defined activities  and outcomes of regional / continental coastal zone issues. Such as a programme for the assessment and mapping of coastal risk and vulnerability – aligned with ongoing activities run by other programmes – such as the GCLME and others. This would provide a material and tangible outcome with impact on the ground.

Workshop report and resolutions being awaited ONLINE as well as pod cast of the interviews and clips of workshop activities.
